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ABOUT OUR SPEAKER: John Merriman received his Ph.D. 
at the University of Michigan and teaches French and Modern 
European history at Yale. He received Yale University’s 
Teaching Prize in 2000, was awarded a Docteur Honoris 
Causa in France in 2002, and the “Medal of Meritorious 
Service to Polish Education” by the Ministry of Education of 
Poland in 2009. Two of his courses are available on line 
and YouTube through Yale—“France since 1871” and 
“Europe, 1648-1945.” 

"Dynamite Club: How A Café Bombing Ignited the Age 
of Modern Terror" is a provocative "True Crime" story of the 1894 French "War On Terror" that mirrors 
our own. Those who think of terrorism as an inexplicable evil produced by an alien culture will have their 
eyes opened by this fascinating study of 19th-century anarchist terrorists. 

Paris in the belle époque was a place of leisure, elegance, and power. Newly electrified, the city’s wide 
boulevards were lined with posh department stores and outdoor cafés. But prosperity was limited to a few. 
Most lived in dire poverty, and workers and intellectuals found common cause in a political philosophy—
anarchism—that embraced the overthrow of the state by any means necessary. 

On a February evening in 1894, a young radical intellectual named Émile Henry drank two beers at an 
upscale Parisian restaurant, then left behind a bomb as a parting gift. This incident, which rocked the 
French capital, lies at the heart of The Dynamite Club, a mesmerizing account of Henry and his cohorts 
and the war they waged against the bourgeoisie—setting off bombs in public places, killing the president 
of France, and eventually assassinating President McKinley in 1901. 

 

  

Friday Feb. 7 Harvard Luncheon 
Alums, Guests +Yale & Princeton 

WHEN:  Fri, Feb. 7, 2014--Register 11:30am 
 Lunch 12 pm—Speaker 12:45pm  
WHERE: Michaels on East, 1212 S East Ave. 
DRESS:  Business Casual.  
ENJOY:   Lunch, Dessert, Tea, Coffee,  
  Cash Bar for Beer, Wine, Cocktails 

$25 Credit /Check NOW ($30 at Door) 

THE !HARVARD ! C L UB ! O F ! S A R A SO T A !
w w w . S a r as o ta H ar v a r d C l ub . Or g  

RSVP: Dr. John Merriman, The Dynamite Club  • Luncheon • Fri, Feb 7, 11:30am-2pm 
MY NAME: _______________________________________________________Degree/Program & Year_______________ 

GUEST NAMES: (Please Print)   _________________________________________________________________________ 

My Email Address:  ________________________________________________Phone_____________________ 

Here’s my check for  _____ Reservations for Alumni + Guests @ $25 each = $_______ (Total) 
MAIL This Form AND Check PAYABLE TO :  Harvard Club of Sarasota 
      Pete Buros, Treasurer 
      4601 66th St. West, Apt 1802B 

Bradenton FL 34210 
OR BUY TICKETS ONLINE TODAY with VISA, MASTERCARD at     WWW.SARASOTAHARVARDCLUB.ORG 


